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after five decades of cold war japan is assuming a new kind of superpower role in the multipower configuration that
is replacing the former bi polar world argue the editors of this book they analyze japan s effort to rise to superpower
status by concentrating on economic trade and financial factors rather than on the military might that conferred
great power status in the past

accompanying an eight part television series this book tells of the transformation of japan from a humiliated and
defeated country  in  1945 to  one of  the  world  s  leading commercial  and industrial  powers  the  book includes
testimonies from many of the individuals who helped wreak this change

this controversial study examines japan s economic nationalism which forms the basis of central government policy i
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e the system in which business and politics are inseparable and which impacts on japan s relations with the world

this detailed and lucid volume is an essential resource for students of asian studies and international politics

in this important new and controversial study about the nature and focus of the japanese economic agenda the author
argues forcefully that the official mind set of leading bureaucrats top politicians and big business makes it virtually
impossible for the western industrialized world to do business on an equal footing put simply it is a question of
western free market economics facing japanese economic nationalism which is by its very nature both an expansive
and a protectionist ideology international observers continue to ask is japan changing or more forcefully is japan
capable of change notions of reform and restructuring are today part of the japanese lexicon but appear to hold little
substance trevor argues that any western notion of japan changing fundamentally i e adopting western or anglo saxon
philosophies is facile completely unrealistic this book is for everyone who wonders what motivates japan s politico
economic system and whether it is changing

this book explores how us japan post war relations have moved from hostility to close friendship

in 1945 as part of the occupation forces sent to postwar japan nick zappetti a native of italian east harlem entered a
world as strange as any he had ever know in postwar tokyo however he realised there were certain opportunities he
had a failed stint as a professional wrestler and participated in a fumbled but famous diamond heist he was deported
but managed to return with the assistance of the mafia then nick opened a pizza joint in what would be the centre of
tokyo s nightlife and became the king of roppongi and mafia boss of tokyo and the intimate of some of japan s most
notorious underworld figures as well as many of its political and business leaders following zappetti s rising and
falling fortunes and his love hate relationship with his adopted country robert whiting show us the sinister and
sometimes ridiculous goings on among tokyo s traditional criminal gangs as they developed from local racketeers and
gamblers into lynchpins of international finance politics and corruption here is a fresh perspective on postwar japan
and how it went from being a defeated nation to an economic player with a little help from some less than diplomatic
friends

28 senior academics from japan and the west reveal japan at the international crossroads of its identity as an
economic  superpower  but  also  as  society  in  the  throes  of  change  in  japanese  society  today  the  postwar
transformation of japan from a militaristic feudal state with a god emperor to a capitalist oligarchy has come at the
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cost of a massive industrialization and urbanization

uniquely covers the economic history of britain and japan over the last century

japan s national security offers a detailed examination of japan s distinctive security policy it traces in considerable
detail the evolution of japan s approach to the economic political and military dimensions of national structures of
government as well as a particular set of relations between state and society one of the noteworthy aspects of this
book is its detailed attention to the transnational links between the japanese and the american militaries the book
accords a special place of the interaction between the legal and social norms that have affected japanese conceptions
of national security since 1945 japan s national security offers an important meticulously researched and up to date
perspective on the role that japan is likely to play after the cold war together with defending the japanese state these
two monographs analyze the structures and norms that are shaping japan s policy on internal and national security
the specific focus is on governmental state society and transnational structures as well as the social and legal norms
that affect the policies of japan s police and self defense forces

as the major geopolitical power bloc asia with 4 billion people two thirds of the world s population a huge land mass
and the fastest growing economies has shifted the global political balance empires at war gives a dramatic narrative
account of how modern asia came into being ranging over the whole of asia from japan to pakistan the modern
history of this important region is placed in the context of the struggle between america and the soviet union francis
pike shows that america s domination of post war asia was a continuation of a 100 year competition for power in the
region he also argues cogently that contrary to the largely western centric viewpoint asian nations were not simply
the passive and biddable entities of the superpowers but had a political development which was both separate and
unique with a dynamic that was largely independent of the superpower conflict and in conclusion the book traces the
unwinding of american influence and the end of its empire a crucial development in international history which is
already having repercussions throughout the world
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